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punishment, and that the sufferings he endures
should be permitted in order that his faith in God
as well as his faith ip. his own integrity should be
tested*

The truth is that the word patience is used in
English in a double sense; it is applied to a sort
*of unreasoning stupidity, which accepts suffering
and pain without adding to it by imaginative com-
parison ; such patience knows nothing of the pain
of which Dante speaks, the pain of contrasting
present unhappiness with past delight; and simi-
larly, it does not suffer the pangs of anticipation,
the terrors of which Lord Beaconsfield spoke, when
he said that the worst calamities in his life were
the calamities which never happened* Nine-tenths
of the misery of suffering lies in the power of
forecasting its continuance and its increase, and
the lesser patience of which I have spoken is the
patience which, by no effort of reason, but by pure
instinct, hears the burden of the moment in the
spirit of the proverb that " sufficient for the day is
the evil thereof/'

But there is a nobler and a purer quality of
patience which us perhaps one of the highest and
most hopeful attributes of humanity, because it is
nurtured in so strong a soil, and watered with the
dew of tears j this is a certain tranquil, courageous,
and imcmbittered sweetness in the presence of an
irreparable calamity, which is in its very essence
divine, and preaches more forcibly the far-reaching
permanence of the spiritual element in mankind
than a thousand rhapsodies and panegyrics extolling